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Violinist Sung—]u Lee, Artistic Director

“...atone of pure gold" (The Journal Record)

A violinist of dazzling technique and rare sensibility, Sung-Ju Lee has captivated audiences around the world
with her "imaginative playing and luminous sound"(Koélner Stadt-Anzeiger, Cologne), her "impeccable
technique"(II Gazzentina, Venice), and her "taste for the dramatic and unflagging sense of authority"(Los
Angeles Times).

Ms. Lee launched her solo career with debut recital presented by Young Concert Artists series in 1977 and was
immediately recognized as "a first-rate violinist" by The New York Times. Her list of prizes includes the Ewha-
Kyunghyang Concour of Korea at age of 11 and the New York Wieniawski, Sibelius, Tchaikovsky and Queen
Elisabeth International Competitions.

Her list of accomplishments is impressive, beginning with her appearance as a soloist with the Seoul
Philharmonic at the age of 9. In the U.S., she has performed with the orchestras of Saint Louis, Seattle,
Baltimore, Florida, Ft. Lauderdale, Duluth, and Roanoke, among numerous others. Around the world, she has
played solo with the Hong Kong Philharmonic, Taiwan Symphony, KBS Orchestra and Orquestra Sinfonica in
Caracas, Venezuela.

Sung-Ju Lee is a graduate of New York's Juilliard School, where she studied with Ivan Galamian, Margaret
Pardee and Dorothy DeLay, and won the Fritz Kreisler Fellowship upon graduation. Her other teachers include
Felix Galimir, Josef Gingold, Eun Dong Lee and Yong Yun Kim.

In 1994, Sung-Ju Lee was appointed as a professor at the prestigious Korea National University of Arts in Seoul,
Korea. Since moving to Korea, she has been actively performing in her native country. Some of her most
exciting performances include a nine-city national tour with all-Brahms programs; and joy of Music a 5-concert
series in which Miss Lee’s versatility is demonstrated in unaccompanied solo recital, recital with piano , and in
chamber music. She also performed as guest soloist with the Hungarian State Symphony, the Busan
Philharmonic, the K.B.S Symphony Orchestra (on regular subscription concerts), the Seoul Philharmonic, the
Suwon Philharmonic on there European tour.

Miss Lee’s other highlighted performances include the guest appearance with the Czech Philharmonic Orchestra,
the Berliner Symphoniker, the Moravian Symphony Orchestra and the Prague Philharmonic Orchestra in Prague,
the Kazakhstan State Symphony in Almati and the Pleven Philharmonic Orchestra in Bulgaria.

In 2009, she challenged herself to play the complete 10 Beethoven sonatas in one day, which sets the record of
being the first time among violinists. Furthermore, she continues to perform complete Sonata of Schumann and
Brahms in 2010 and 2011. This gives her the opportunity to record the Brahms Sonatas which will be released in
the fall of 2012.

In 1986, Miss Lee made her debut recording with two Schumann Sonatas, released by the Musical Heritage
Society. Her other recordings include ‘Popular Suite and Kreisler ‘(1992, Musical Heritage Society), ‘Bach’s
Unaccompanied Sonatas & partitas’(1988 Samsung), ‘Romantic Short pieces’(2003, Ales2), ‘Vivaldi’s Four
Seasons’(2007, Universal), Beethoven Violin Concerto(2009, IPA) and the “Violin Concertos’ (2011, Universal).

Professor Sung-Ju lee is the founder and Artistic Director of a string ensemble ‘Joy of Strings’ which first
formed 1997. The ensemble is in its 15th year and continues to grow to be the leading group of the world.
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Joy of Strings

A leading classical ensemble of Korea, Joy of Strings has been captivating audiences with its exceptional quality of performances
and sheer musical talent ever since its foundation in 1997 by the violinist sung-Ju Lee, professor of Korea National University of
Arts (K-Arts).Ms. Lee, the Artistic Director, has built up a solid teamwork by leveraging her fifteen years of experience as well as
her wealth of expertise and profound passion for music; and the ebullient energy emanating from Joy of Strings is a distinctive
trademark of the team. Its numerous invitation concerts and regular scheduled performances have been earning steady praise from

both music aficionados and critics alike.

Joy Of Challenge... Taking the Global Stage

2006 was an unforgettable year for ‘Joy of Strings’, during which it showcased “An Encounter with Four Seasons”. The project was
a blending of the original dance piece “Chun Aeng Jeon (Spring Lark Dance)” and Vivaldi’s “Four Seasons”, sponsored by Seoul
Foundation for Arts & Culture. A unique combination of music, dance and video, the performance was greatly celebrated for its
creativity and originality; it went on to take the stage at a renowned concert hall at Antwerp, Brussels the same year, invited by the
city of Antwerp and sponsored by the Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism of Korea. “An Encounter with Four Seasons” proved
to be a significant milestone for Joy of Strings in demonstrating the artistic caliber of Korean chamber music and for taking the next
step to become a truly global chamber music group. In 2007, “Sung-Ju Lee plays the Four Seasons” was recorded with Joy of
Strings and released by the Universal Korea. The ensemble also created quite a stir with their first album “Classical Modernity”,
also released by the Universal label (2006). Choosing not to place any self-restrictions on its music, Joy of Strings is on a journey

dedicated to reaching out to a broader audience and taking a higher leap forward.

Joy Of Performance... Excellence Built upon Prolific Concerts

Joy of Strings first revealed itself to the world through its inaugural concert in December 1997. A stream of invitations then took it
to special concert stages across the nation including Seoul Arts Center, Busan Cultural Center, and Gyeonggi Culture & Arts Center;
and the team created a sensation in the Korean music circle by displaying a depth of musical expertise unexpected of a newly
established group. Then, Joy of Strings was invited to perform at concerts, such as a concert celebrating the opening of KNUA Hall
at K-Arts, Opus Hall, as well as performances at Youngsan Art Hall, Byeol-bam Festival at Sejong Art Center, Inchon Village
Concert at Bong-pyeong of Gangwon province, Good Morning Concert at Chung-mu Art Hall, and Matinee Concert at Aramnuri of
Goyang city. As a sign of recognition for these prolific and outstanding performances, Joy of Strings was invited to the “Rising Star”
series at the 1st Great Mountains International Music Festival. In Nov., 2005, the ensemble was designated by the Seoul Foundation
for Arts & culture as one of the leading professional musicians of Korea. Furthermore, Joy of Strings firmly re-established itself as a
leading ensemble of Korea by becoming a non- profit Organization in Oct. 2009. In October of 2011, the ensemble won the Special
Award for Culture & Arts given by The Women & Culture Network for its contribution to broadening the base for chamber music

and bringing it closer to the community. .

Joy Of Communication... Reaching Audiences through Music

The first thing that comes to mind when hearing the name Joy of Strings is the “Musical Journey with Sung-Ju Lee” series.
Launched in 2002, this series scored a major hit with its concept of classical music made easy for beginners, and became the brand
concert of the team. Joy of Strings also refused to confine itself to the spatial limit of traditional concert halls, and reached out to a
wider audience by participating in Suwon Haenggung Palace series, “Concerts That Come to You™ hosted by Korean Business
Council for the Arts, a prominent music program at EBS broadcasting station, and soundtrack concerts for the movie “Marathon.”
Its Joy of Christmas concert and the Korean national tour of the popular Japanese pianist Yuhki Kuramoto were also meaningful
successes at connecting with a younger audience. The team’s “Classic Story” series in 2011 focused on communicating through
classical music as the key concept, and delighted audiences with its various performances including a special concert for Children’s
Day, summer concerts, and “A String Family Story.” Now into its fifteenth year, Joy of Strings presented its much-acclaimed
“Dream of Dragon” concert to welcome in the year of the dragon. Like the mythical creature symbolizing courage and hope, Joy of

Strings will be soaring high into the future , with a dream of becoming the leading light to musical world.



